The Leeds Method Exercise
Based on The Leeds Method by Dana Leeds
Link to Dana’s Blog Post > The Leeds Method

The purpose of this exercise is two-fold.
Fold 1: To learn how to create a Leeds Chart using the Ancestry Dot System.
Fold 2: To learn how to use the Ancestry Dot System to create Genetic Groups.

Go to your DNA Matches page on Ancestry.

Click the Shared DNA Filter, select Custom centimorgan range.
Enter 90 in Min and 400 in Max.

Click the Apply button.

DNA Matches

View Mary Stewart Family Tree

Allmatches By parent By ancestor

Filter by: ® Unviewed 23 Common ancestors [E Notes % Trees v Shared DNA A Groups v Q Search | Sort v
All matches
Full Sibling Close matches-4th cousin or closer
Brother . Do you recognize them?
' 2,736 cM | 49% - 56% st () Distantmatches
DNA Yes Learn more @
‘ Both sides )
o Custom centimorgan range
90 400
Close Family
Min of 6 cM Max of 3490 cM
Close Family - 1st Cousin Do you recognize them?
1,545 cM | 22% shared D Reset Apply
Both sides =l . Yes Learn more @
y ~ 1st - 2nd Cousin % Unlinked Tree Do you recognize them?
5 'AN 914 cM | 13% shared DNA
& <] Rath aidea Yaa 1 aarn mara @

This Filters your DNA Matches to only display matches in the 90-400 cM range.
This is the range suggested by Dana for The Leeds Method.
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You are now ready to create your first genetic group of DNA Matches.
This group will be Leeds Group A.

Go to the first name in your Filtered DNA Matches list.
The shared DNA should be 400 or less cM. If not, redo Page 1

Allmatches Byparent Byancestor Bylocation

Filter by: ® Unviewed 2:g€ommon ancestors 5 Notes % Trees v 90-400cM v Groups vV  Reset filters Q Search | Sort v

Close Family

S 1st - 2nd Cousin & Private linked tree Do you recognize them?
' 362 cM | 5% shared DNA 700 People
" Materpal side 2: Common ancestor Yes Learn more @

5 1st - 2nd Cousin %% Unlinked Tree Do you recognize them?
341¢cM | 5% shared DNA
Maternal side Yes Learn more [C)
2nd - 3rd Cousin %% Unlinked Tree Do you recognize them?
324 cM | 5% shared DNA
Paternal side Yes Learn more @

Click on Add to group then click Create custom group.

=il = 5% shared DNA: 362 cM across 16 segments
Connect to tree Message Edit Relationship
Add to group Add note
+ Create custom group
Trees Starred matches 1es

How are Mary Stewart and J.F. related? J.F's Linked Tree
Common Ancestors &3 J.F's tree is private. % [ 700 People
According to Ancestry member trees, these are The tree linked to J.F.'s DNA results is private. You can ask the DNA test manager, bachgirl314,
Bl o e it e i e ol st ol i oz s v e B s s R sl +m A~~~ thim tran
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Name the group Leeds Group A, Assign a color, and click the Save button.

Create custom group

Group Name 10of 24

Leeds Group A

Assign a color &

Now click on Add/edit groups, click the Leeds Group A checkbox, then click Add note (to
the right of Add/edit groups.)

5% shared DNA: 362 cM across 16 segments

Connect to tree Message Edit Relationship
SA\N ;
Add/edit groups Add note
777 > 2
4 Create custom group
Trees Starred matches \es
DD ? Leeds Group A
low are Mary Stewart and J.F. related.{/, J.F's Linke

>ommon Ancestors 22 J.F's tree is private. % & 700 People
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Add a note to this match since it is being used to create the Leeds Group A Genetic
Group. Click the Save button

¢” 'OUIS VvV
Notes
SN\ '
This match was used to create the Leeds
’ and J.F./// ’ Group A group.
J.F's test is managed by: bachgirl314
M S J F 1st - 2nd Cousin | Maternal side
5% shared DNA: 362 cM across 16 segments
Connect to tree Message Edit Relationship
yIV4
Add/edit groups Add note ‘_— S \\
Click on Shared Matches.
F U R O U O
Connect to tree Message Edit Relationship

Add/edit groups

This match was used to create the L...

Trees Ethnicity Shared Matches

awart and J.F. related? J.F's Linked Tree

.ncestors =% J.F's tree is nrivate. %¥ & 700 Peonle

This will show a list of DNA Matches that share DNA with you and the selected match.
This list is not Filtered by the 90 - 400 cM range.
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Scroll down to the first DNA Match at or below 400 cM.
Click the circled + on beside that DNA Match.

Filter by: ® Unviewed £ Common ancestors [E Notes % Trees v Groups v Q Search | Sort v
1st - 2nd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you regognize them?
413 cM | 6% shared DNA 31 People

Maternal side 23 Common ancestor Yes

1st - 2nd Cousin %% Unlinked Tree Do you recognize them?
341cM | 5% shared DNA
Maternal side Yes Learn more ©)
a3 2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
‘;i} 243 cM | 3% shared DNA 399 People
< Maternal side 22 Common ancestor Yes Learn more ®
2nd - 3rd Cousin ¥ Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
224 cM | 3% shared DNA 539 People
Maternal side Yes Learn more [C)

Click the checkbox to the left of Leeds Group A.
Do not click the Add to group button!!!d

7r Starred matches

Maternal side 5 . Leeds Group A

Add to group

1st - 2nd Cousin %® Unlinked Tree Do you recoghize them?
‘ 341¢cM | 5% shared DNA

3 2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
243 cM | 3% shared DNA 399 People o =
&\‘ Maternal side 24 Common ancestor Yes Learn more Do not click this button.
2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
224 cM | 3% shared DNA 539 People
Maternal side Yes Learn more
[ ]
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Scroll down the page and click every checkbox to the right of a DNA Match name.
Only click on DNA Matches that have Shared DNA range of 90 - 400 cM.

Filter by: ® Unviewed & mon ancestors [E Notes % Trees v Groups v Q Search | Sort v

(<]
ol
)

1st - 2nd Cousin
341¢cM | 5% shared DNA
Maternal side

2nd - 3rd Cousin
243 cM | 3% shared DNA
Maternal side

2nd - 3rd Cousin
224 cM | 3% shared DNA
Maternal side

2nd - 3rd Cousin
219 cM | 3% shared DNA
Maternal side

%% Unlinked Tree

% Public linked tree
399 People
25 Common ancestor

% Public linked tree
539 People

% Public linked tree
143 People
22 Common ancestor

Do you recognize them?

Yes Learn more

Do you recognize them?

Yes Learn more

Do you recognize them?

Yes Learn more

Do you recognize them?

Yes Learn more

Add 5 DNA matches to:
+ Create custom group
Starred matches

Leeds Group A

Add to group

‘ ;:fg’\irldsajo:s;nred - % No Trees Do you recognize them?
Maternal side Yes Learn more
[ ]
When you have clicked all checkboxes, click the Add to group button.

You have just created your first group of Genetically Connected DNA Matches for the
Leeds Method Exercise.
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Now we will step through creating the 2" Leeds Method group.
Go back to your main DNA Matches page and reload it.
Make sure that the 90-400 centimorgan range is still selected.

Scroll down to the first DNA Match in the 90-400 cM range that does not have a dot.
Click on the match name.

ancestors 5 Notes % Trees v 90-400cM v Groups v  Reset filters Q Search | Sort v

O41 Civi | 070 Slidied UINA
Maternal side Yes Learn more

Filter by: ® Unviewed 2 Col

2nd - 3rd Cousin %® Unlinked Tree Do you recognize them?
324 cM | 5% shared DNA
Paternal side Yes Learn more [C]
2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
323 cM | 5% shared DNA 87,467 People
Paternal side 22 Common ancestor Yes Learn more [©)
2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
' 314 cM | 5% shared DNA 14 People
‘ Paternal side 22 Common ancestor Yes Learn more @

On the next screen click on Add/edit groups then click the Create custom group.

IVI : : V b 5% shared DNA: 324 cM across 13 segments

Connect to tree Message Edit Relationship
NSNS
> ® © Addtogroup [E Add note
AAN Create custom group
777 ’ +
il Starred matches flatches
Leeds Group A
irt and Virginia Stern related? Unlir
sestors &2 p w1 has an unlinked public tree.
ommon ancestors for Mary You can view any of Virginia Stern's unlinked public family trees, but Virginia Stern
a Stern. This can happen if their them. Invite Virginia Stern to link a tree to their DNA results. Comparing trees is or
es aren't linked to their DNA might be related.

An't hava tha cama nannla in
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Add a Note that you are using this match to gather the Leeds Group B DNA Matches
Enter a Group Name: Leeds Group B, select a color, then click Save button.

T

X
Create custom group

Group Name 2 of 24

Leeds Group B

Assign a color . O

a 0000000

Click Add/edit groups, click the Leeds Group B checkbox, then click Shared Matches.

I v l U ' U Y0 sSnared UNA: 324 CIVl across I3 segments
Connect to tree Message Edit Relationship
>>> ® O Add/edit groups Add note

+ Create custom group

i Starred matches flatches
Leeds Group A
rt and Virginia Stern related? Unlir
S\ .
estors 22 999 O 4 ® LeedsGroupB 1ked public tree.
>mmon ancestors for Mary You can view any of Virginia Stern's unlinked public family trees, but Virginia Stern me
a Stern. This can happen if their them. Invite Virginia Stern to link a tree to their DNA results. Comparing trees is one\
3s aren't linked to their DNA might be related.

We will now add DNA Matches to this new group.
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The DNA Matches list at this point will not be restricted to 90-400 centimorgans. You will
need to scroll down to the start of the 400 or less cM matches. Look for the first match
with no dot. Click on the + circle.

Filter by: ® Unviewed 22 Common ancestors [5) Notes % Trees v Groups v Q Search | Sort v
-~ - 1st - 2nd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
469 cM | 7% shared DNA 7 People
Paternal side Yes Learn more ®
B - 1st - 2nd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
429 cM | 6% shared DNA 410 People
Paternal side Ye Learn more @

N\ . 'Qnd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
’7/ 323 cM | 5% shared DNA 87477 People
Paternal side 22 Common ancestor Yes Learn more ®
- - b 2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
' 314 cM | 5% shared DNA 14 People
‘ Paternal side 2% Common ancestor Yes Learn more ®

Click the checkbox next to Leeds Group B. Do not click the Add to group button.

Scroll down and click every checkbox to the left of a DNA Match, even if already have a
dot. Only click on DNA Matches in the 90-400 cM range.

When you have clicked all the Match checkboxes, then click the Add to group button.

Filter by: @ Unviewed ommon ancestors [ Notes % Trees v Groups v Q Search | Sort v
429 cM | 6% shared DNA 410 People Add 4 DNA matches to:
Paternal side Yes Learn more

4  Create custom group

Starred matches
—— 2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
323 cM | 5% shared DNA 87,477 People

Paternal side 2% Common ancestor Yes Learn more

>>> . @ Leeds Group B

' » . 2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?

Leeds Group A

314 cM | 5% shared DNA 14 People Add to group
Paternal side 22 Common ancestor Yes Learn more

Do not click this button until
you have clicked every
checkboxes in the 90 - 400

2nd - 3rd Cousin Public linked ti i ? 5
% Public linked tree Do you recognize them' centimorgan range.

- - 312 cM | 4% shared DNA 2 People
Paternal side Yes Learn more N
Then you can click the Add

to group button.

2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
— 310 cM | 4% shared DNA 4 People
Paternal side 22 Common ancestor Yes Learn more

You have now created your second group of genetically connected DNA Matches.
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Gathering DNA Matches for Leeds Group C.
You should be getting used to this by now so I am going to describe less.
Go to your main DNA Matches Page. Find next DNA Match to start Leeds Group C.

Filter by: ® Unviewed 22 Common ancestors [E Notes % Trees v Groups v  Reset filters Q Search | Sort v
\ 4
2nd - 3rd Cousin & Private linked tree Do you recognize them?
' 256 cM | 4% shared DNA 4,651 People
‘ Paternal side 25 Common ancestor Ye Learn more

( V4
Paternal side Yes Learn more @

. St 2nd - 3rd Cousin % No Trees Do you recognize them?
‘ 254 cM | 4% shared DNA

Click on the DNA Match. Create custom group.
I v I u UH 4% shared DNA: 254 cM across 1/ segments

Connect to tree Message Edit Relatiol
S\
>>> ® © Addtogroup [5] Add note
NN
D @b Create custom group
T Starred matches atches
Leeds Group A
t and Sylvia Adams related? No Tre
estors &3 Syl ® Leeds Group B | searchable tree.

Type in the Grourp Nahﬁe, select a EO|OT: andSa\L/eL .

Create custom group

Group Name 3 of 24

Leeds Group C

Assign a color - S

4 2500000
000000
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Add this match to Leeds Group C that you just created.

I v I U UH 40 snared DINA: £94 CIVI aCross I/ segments
Connect to tree Message Edit |
3D ® O Add/edit groups Add note

-'— vlredle Cus0Im group

-~

Starred matches

Tt hes
Leeds Group A
t and SYINSINNNEc|ated? No Tre
@® Leeds Group B
estors &2 Syh earchable tree.
MMON aNCEStOrs for Mgz 4 ©® LeedsGroupC ee yet, but their DNA res
\dams. This can happen if their Comp  _ ow. Invite |G

s aren't linked to their DNA

Add a note that you used this match to start Leeds Group C.

&7 100Is v
Notes
))) . 29 Sep 2023 - Used this match to create
Leeds Group C
2nd - 3rd<Q@gusin | Paternal side
4% shared DNAN254 cM across 17 segments
Connect to tree Message Edit Relationship

@ ©® Add/edit groups Add note

Click Shared Matches.
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Scroll down the Shared Matches list and find the first DNA Match at 400 cM or less.
Click the + circle or the pencil icon if that match already has a dot.

You will be adding every DNA Match in this list that are in the 90-400 range even if they

already have a dot.
-

. 1st - 2nd Cousin
429 cM | 6% shared DNA
\ Paternal side
2nd - 3rd Cousin

>> @ 323 cM | 5% shared DNA
Paternal side

2nd - 3rd Cousin
314 cM | 5% shared DNA

' | Pat | sid
‘ aternal side

% Public linked tree
410 People

Do you recognize them?

Yes Learn more ®

% Public linked tree
87,563 People
22 Common ancestor

% Public linked tree
14 People
22 Common ancestor Yes Learn more

Do you recognize them?

[ V4

Click beside Leeds Group C, then click check boxes beside every match in the 90-400 cM
range, even if they already have a dot.

2nd - 3rd Cousin
323 cM | 5% shared DNA
Paternal side

Do you recognize the

Yes Learn

314 cM | 5% shared DNA

' Paternal side

Do you recognize the

’ 2nd - 3rd Cousin

Yes Learr

2nd - 3rd Cousin
' 312 cM | 4% shared DNA

Add 3 DNA matches to:

% Public linked tree
87,563 People +
22 Common ancestor

Create custom group
Starred matches

® Leeds Group A

>>> . @ LeedsGroupC

% Public linked tree
14 People Add to group

25 Common ancestor

% Public linked tree
2 People

When you have clicked all the check boxes, click the Save to group button.
You have now gathered DNA Matches for Leeds Group C.
Next we will gather DNA Matches for Leeds Group D.
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Gathering DNA Matches for Leeds Group D.
You should be getting used to this by now so I am going to describe less.
Go to your main DNA Matches Page. Find next DNA Match to start Leeds Group D.

2 C [E) Notes % Trees v Groups v  Reset filters Q Search | Sort v

2

Filter by: oL

-

3rd Cou§in ¥ No Trees Do yougecognize them?
14 cM | 3% shared DNA
Maternal side

Learn more

e

V4
2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
e— 214 cM | 3% shared DNA 8,536 People
‘ Unassigned 2% Common ancestor Yes Learn more @
2nd - 3rd Cousin %" Unlinked Tree Do you recognize them?
Gﬂ 209 cM | 3% shared DNA
‘ Paternal side Yes Learn more
[ J
[ 1 V4

Click on the match name.
Click Add to group and then click Create custom group.

3% shared DNA: 214 cM across 12 segments

Connect to tree Message Edit Relationship
SN\ ~ -
S $ © Addtogroup [5]Add note
DD Create custom grou
777 . + i
Starred matches Matches
Group 9
rt and Marvin Leatherman related? Abl|
estors 2% M LeedsGroupA 7 ked Tree %¥ 8,536 People

stry member trees, these are Thi inked tmDNA results. Surnam
_ e @ LeedsGroupB # therman's tree are marked In green.

stors that connec
‘man. View a common ancestor
ihip path that connects them.

Leeds GroupC i
- ould be ® P F @ Stewart Isaiah Leath... % JonasL

»ved through: Summy Arthur Leath... SRR 1846-1925 Elisabel
1580195, Susan Mahala Weaver|[’ jl Daniei C
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Name the group Leeds Group D, Assign a color, and click Save.

Create custom group

Group Name 5 of 24

Leeds Group D

Assign a color O

4 20720000

Add this match to Leeds Group D and then click Add Note.

IVING IV eSS S
2nd - 3rd Cousin | Unassigned

3% shared D 14 cM across 12 segments

Connect to tree Message Edit Relz

);)_. 5 Add/edit groups [5] Add note

~+ Create custom group

r Starred matches Matches
Group 9
1art and Marvin Leatherman related? Ab|
icestors 2% M LeedsGroupA ~ ked Tree % 8,536 Peopls

estry member trees, these are Thi inked Tom C
sstors that connecm e ® LeedsGroupB  therma fqi
erman. View a com

1ship path that connects them.

s I ..« v A (@ stewart isaian .
KA 1546-1925

noved through: _eath...
»)—. Leeds GroupD / i Susan Mahala V
1855-1940
vart Leatherman 1 Arthur Hugh Leather...
areat-arandfather ; 1 1914-1998 S
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Add a note that you used this match to gather Leeds Group D then click Save.

& e v

=) Notes

% 30 Sept 2023 - Used this match to gather
Leeds Group D

rd Cousin | Unassigned
«d DNA: 214 cM across 12 segments

ict to tree M Edit Relationship

i/editgroups [5) Add note

446 characters remaining

ity  Shared Maiches
%@ Cancel

7 Expand tree

Click Shared Matches and scroll down to the first match with less than 400 cM.

1st - 2nd Cousin % Public linked tree Da you recognize them?
4869 cM | 7% shared DNA 7 People
Paternal side Yes Learn more @

i) 1st - 2nd Cousin % Unlinked Tree Do you recognize them?
341 cM | 5% shared DNA
Maternal side Yes Learn more

0

2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Da you recognize them?
314 cM | 5% shared DNA 14 People
Paternal side 2 Common ancestor Yes Learn more
[ 1 Fd
2nd - 3rd Cousin % NoTrees Da you recognize them?
290 cM | 4% shared DNA
Paternal side Yes Learn more
.
[ 1 Fg
2nd - 3rd Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
233 cM | 3% shared DNA 4 People
Paternal side 2 Common ancestor Yes Learn more
[ 1 Vg

Click the + circle or pencil icon.
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Scroll down and click every check box to the left of a match, even if they already have a
dot. Only click matches in the 90-400 cM range. After clicking all matches, click Add to
group

AGA 5 UNA METCNEs 10

1st - 2nd Cousin
341¢cM | 5% shared DNA
Maternal side Yes Learn more

b%

Starred matches

Group 8

Leeds Group A

a

rd Cousin
! o A i
hared DNA 14 People
25 Common ancestor Yes Learn more ® LeedsGroupB

® Lesds GroupC

LA
% Le=ds Group D
¥ NoTrees Do you recognize them?

ousin
shared DNA

"9
-

'@

ousin
shared DNA People

L]
You have now gathered DNA Matches for Leeds Group D.

Check your main DNA Matches list with Shared DNA set to 90 - 400 cM.
If there are no DNA Matches without a Dot, you have completed this exercise.

If you see DNA Matches without a Dot, repeat the process to gather another Leeds
Group x and assign the next letter for x such as E, F, G, etc.

You should be comfortable now with gathering DNA Matches into Genetic Groups and
also with how to use the Ancestry Dot System to label these groups.

These two skills are necessary when you are working on solving Brick Wall problems.
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