
The Leeds Method Exercise
Based on The Leeds Method by Dana Leeds

Link to Dana’s Blog Post > The Leeds Method

The purpose of this exercise is two-fold.
Fold 1: To learn how to create a Leeds Chart using the Ancestry Dot System.
Fold 2: To learn how to use the Ancestry Dot System to create Genetic Groups.

Go to your DNA Matches page on Ancestry.
Click  the Shared DNA Filter, select Custom centimorgan range.
Enter 90 in Min and 400 in Max.
Click the Apply button.

This Filters your DNA Matches to only display matches in the 90-400 cM range.
This is the range suggested by Dana for The Leeds Method.
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You are now ready to create your first genetic group of DNA Matches.
This group will be Leeds Group A.

Go to the first name in your Filtered DNA Matches list.
The shared DNA should be 400 or less cM. If not, redo Page 1

Click on Add to group then click Create custom group.
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Name the group Leeds Group A, Assign a color, and click the Save button.

Now click on Add/edit groups, click the Leeds Group A checkbox, then click Add note (to 
the right of Add/edit groups.)
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Add a note to this match since it is being used to create the Leeds Group A Genetic 
Group. Click the Save button

Click on Shared Matches.

This will show a list of DNA Matches that share DNA with you and the selected match.
This list is not Filtered by the 90 – 400 cM range.

Page 4



The Leeds Method Exercise
Based on The Leeds Method by Dana Leeds

Link to Dana’s Blog Post > The Leeds Method

Scroll down to the first DNA Match at or below 400 cM.
Click the circled + on beside that DNA Match.

Click the checkbox to the left of Leeds Group A.
Do not click the Add to group button!!!d
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Scroll down the page and click every checkbox to the right of a DNA Match name.
Only click on DNA Matches that have Shared DNA range of 90 – 400 cM.

When you have clicked all checkboxes, click the Add to group button.

You have just created your first group of Genetically Connected DNA Matches for the 
Leeds Method Exercise.
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Now we will step through creating the 2nd Leeds Method group.
Go back to your main DNA Matches page and reload it.
Make sure that the 90-400 centimorgan range is still selected.

Scroll down to the first DNA Match in the 90-400 cM range that does not have a dot.
Click on the match name.

On the next screen click on Add/edit groups then click the Create custom group.
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Add a Note that you are using this match to gather the Leeds Group B DNA Matches
Enter a Group Name: Leeds Group B, select a color, then click Save button.

Click Add/edit groups, click the Leeds Group B checkbox, then click Shared Matches.

We will now add DNA Matches to this new group.
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The DNA Matches list at this point will not be restricted to 90-400 centimorgans. You will 
need to scroll down to the start of the 400 or less cM matches. Look for the first match 
with no dot. Click on the + circle.

Click the checkbox next to Leeds Group B. Do not click the Add to group button.
Scroll down and click every checkbox to the left of a DNA Match, even if already have a 
dot. Only click on DNA Matches in the 90-400 cM range.
When you have clicked all the Match checkboxes, then click the Add to group button.

You have now created your second group of genetically connected DNA Matches.
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Gathering DNA Matches for Leeds Group C.
You should be getting used to this by now so I am going to describe less.
Go to your main DNA Matches Page. Find next DNA Match to start Leeds Group C.

Click on the DNA Match. Create custom group.

Type in the Group Name, select a color and Save.
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Add this match to Leeds Group C that you just created.

Add a note that you used this match to start Leeds Group C.

Click Shared Matches.
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Scroll down the Shared Matches list and find the first DNA Match at 400 cM or less.
Click the + circle or the pencil icon if that match already has a dot.
You will be adding every DNA Match in this list that are in the 90-400 range even if they 
already have a dot.

Click beside Leeds Group C, then click check boxes beside every match in the 90-400 cM 
range, even if they already have a dot.

When you have clicked all the check boxes, click the Save to group button.
You have now gathered DNA Matches for Leeds Group C.
Next we will gather DNA Matches for Leeds Group D. 
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Gathering DNA Matches for Leeds Group D.
You should be getting used to this by now so I am going to describe less.
Go to your main DNA Matches Page. Find next DNA Match to start Leeds Group D.

Click on the match name.
Click Add to group and then click Create custom group.
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Name the group Leeds Group D, Assign a color, and click Save.

Add this match to Leeds Group D and then click Add Note.
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Add a note that you used this match to gather Leeds Group D then click Save.

Click Shared Matches and scroll down to the first match with less than 400 cM.

Click the + circle or pencil icon.
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Scroll down and click every check box to the left of a match, even if they already have a 
dot. Only click matches in the 90-400 cM range. After clicking all matches, click Add to 
group

You have now gathered DNA Matches for Leeds Group D.

Check your main DNA Matches list with Shared DNA set to 90 – 400 cM.
If there are no DNA Matches without a Dot, you have completed this exercise.

If you see DNA Matches without a Dot, repeat the process to gather another Leeds 
Group x and assign the next letter for x such as E, F, G, etc.

You should be comfortable now with gathering DNA Matches into Genetic Groups and 
also with how to use the Ancestry Dot System to label these groups.

These two skills are necessary when you are working on solving Brick Wall problems.  

Page 16


